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By AMANDA VASQUEZ
STAFF WRITER, TCU360

The granddaughter of 
a newspaper publisher 
said her family’s legacy 
inspired her winning 
speech for this year’s 
Battle of Flowers 
Association Oratorical 
Contest.

Journalism has long 
been a force in her 
life, said Vivian Noyd, 
strategic communication 
and youth advocacy and 
educational studies dual 
major. 

“I’ve seen firsthand 
the way a commitment 
to sharing the stories of 
others can revolutionize 
a community, bring light 
to important issues and 
encourage meaningful 
discussion,” said Noyd.

She said she drew 
upon those experiences 
as she addressed the 
theme for the 96th 
annual competition, 
“EXTRA! EXTRA! Texas 
Journalists Making 
History.” Her winning 

speech topic was a tribute 
to Vivian Castleberry, the 
first woman to be named 
to the Dallas Times 
Herald editorial board 
who inspired female 
journalists throughout 
the nation. 

Noyd’s late 
grandmother founded 
the Woodinville 
Weekly in Woodinville, 
Washington, outside of 
Seattle. Her mother, the 
daughter of a journalist, 
was instrumental in 
shaping her speech. 

“She encouraged 
me to not just describe 
what journalists do, but 
to highlight the signifi-
cance of the profession as 
a whole throughout my 
speech,” said Noyd. 

She said as a child her 
parents encouraged her 
to vocalize her opinions 
and defend her ideas. 
She had frequent   
conversations with them 
about political and social 
issues which instilled her 
passion for discussion 
and breaking down 

current events. 
Noyd has been 

participating in speech 
competitions since she 
was 11 years old, but the 
Battle of Flowers, which 
is held in San Antonio, 
stands out. The oldest 
college and university 
level competition in 
Texas was on Zoom 
because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

“This was the first 
time I’ve ever spoken to 
an empty auditorium. 
However, I’m incredibly 
grateful for the incredible 
team of volunteers at 
the Battle of Flowers 
Organization for ensuring 
that this competition was 
possible even in the era 
of COVID-19,” said Noyd.

Carrie Moore, 
a communications 
studies instructor at 
TCU, reignited Noyd’s 
passion for competitive 
public speaking after 
Noyd took her advanced 
public speaking class 
last semester. As Noyd’s 
mentor, Moore spent 

countless hours over 
winter break and leading 
up to the competition 
revising her speech. Noyd 
felt creating a polished 
speech wouldn’t have 
been possible without 
her.

“Vivian’s writing is 
exceptional, so reading 
her drafts and working 
through edits was a 
breeze,” said Moore. 
“And when it came time 
to polish the delivery of 
the speech, again, Vivian 
is a pro. She is so calm 
under pressure, and she 
possesses a truly conver-
sational and flexible 
delivery style.” 

Noyd ended her final 
semester at TCU with 
a win for the university 
and a long-time personal 
achievement.

“I would love to 
compete in more speech 
competitions in the 
future. However, for the 
rest of the semester I’ll be 
getting ready to finish my 
time at TCU and prepare 
for law school,” said 
Noyd.

As a future law school 
student, Noyd plans to 
put her $5,000 monetary 
prize towards her higher 
education.

If COVID-19   
restrictions allow, Noyd 
will be delivering her 
first-place speech at the 
Association’s annual 
Fiesta Luncheon in San 
Antonio next year. At the 
conclusion of her speech, 
she will be presented 
with a $5,000 check. 
Additionally, Noyd will 
ride in the annual Battle 
of Flowers Parade that 
will also occur in 2022.

PHOTO BY MARISSA STACY
Vivian Noyd, senior strategic communication and youth advocacy and educational studies dual major, 
wins speech competition.

Granddaughter of newspaper 
founder wins speech competition



By AMANDA VASQUEZ
STAFF WRITER, TCU360

Some COVID-19 
restrictions will be lifted 
at TCU beginning this 
summer. 

The announcement 
came in an email from 
Kathy Cavins-Tull, vice 
chancellor of Student 
Affairs, and Provost 
Teresa Abi-Nader 
Dahlberg last week. 

Frog Camp and 
orientation, domestic 
and international study 
abroad, campus visitors, 
campus events and food 
services are just some of 
the activities that will be 
adjusted. However, all 
events will still have to 
follow TCU health and 
safety protocols.

What to expect

The adjustments will 
officially begin on May 
10, the first week after 
the spring semester ends. 

Cavins-Tull and 
Dahlberg also mentioned 
in the email that the 
TCU community can 
check TCU’s Connected 
Campus website for 
the most up-to-date 
information. 

Vice Provost Susan 
Weeks announced at the 
Faculty Senate meeting 
on April 1 that requests 
for TCU activities can be 
submitted by faculty for 
approval in the weeks 
leading up to May 10. 

“The provost is 
currently working on 
communications specific 
to academic affairs to 
kind of flush out some of 
how that will be fulfilled 
within academic affairs,” 
said Weeks. 

Keeping track of the 
numbers 

Social distancing 
will also be determined 
in May depending on 
the federal guidelines, 
said Weeks. Between 
95-100% of courses are 
planned to be held on 
campus next fall.

These are the 
guidelines that TCU will 
follow depending on 
the physical distancing 
policy:

95% – 6ft physical 
distancing 
98% – 3 feet distancing
100% – no physical 
distancing

The CDC recently 
lowered its distancing 
requirement in schools 
from six to three feet.

Cavins-Tull 
and Dahlberg also 
encouraged the TCU 
community to register 
for the vaccine through 
TCU and Tarrant County 
Public Health. They 
advised that if a student 
receives the vaccine 
off-campus, they should 
notify the university.

As for summer classes, 
Weeks said that some 
will be still be held 
online. Financial aid will 
be available and look 
similar to last summer’s 
aid. 

“The deans have 
really worked to curate 
a portfolio of courses 
that really meet the 
needs of our students,” 
said Weeks. “We are 
continuing to streamline 
how the summer 
schedule is curated and 
how it’s scheduled to try 
to reduce some of the 
labor that really falls on 

a lot of our department 
chairs at this point.”

The Board of Trustees 
meeting

Chancellor Victor 
Boschini told the Faculty 
Senate that three presen-
tations will be given at 
the Board of Trustees 
meeting on Friday.

These presentations 
include COVID-19 and 
its effects on the TCU 
community, an update on 
the Race & Reconciliation 
Commission and 
speaking appearances 
from university 
governance leaders. 

“This is the start of a 
great new tradition,” said 
Boschini in regards to the 
governance leaders.

The governance 
leaders have also invited 
the head of staff, the 
head of students and the 
head of faculty to come 
and give a presentation 
and hold a Q & A session 
with the board.

The chancellor also 
mentioned that around 
15 or 16 resolutions will 

be made, many of which 
are honorariums. The 
most important ones, 
according to Boschini, 

are tenure promotion, 
membership eligibility, 
board leadership, and 
election of the executive 

board. 
The meetings will take 

place through Friday.
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Faculty Senate to discuss new COVID-19 guideline changes
CAMPUS NEWS

PHOTO BY HEESOO YANG
COVID-19 testing sites around TCU are clearly marked for social distancing.
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Chancellor Boschini hosted two town hall meetings
CAMPUS NEWS

FILE PHOTO
Chancellor Victor J. Boschini

By BENTON MCDONALD
EXECUTIVE EDITOR, TCU360

TCU plans to take its 
share of the latest round 
of government stimulus 
after declining similar 
assistance last year. 

Chancellor Victor 
Boschini announced the 
university’s plans at a 
faculty meeting on March 
30.

The in-person meeting 
was dubbed as a ‘town 
hall’ but attendance was 
limited to 25 and there 
was no simultaneous 
virtual option. A link 
of the meeting will be 
posted on TCU Today at 
a later date.  

Boschini answered 
questions from those in 
attendance for nearly 40 
minutes. Topics included 
stimulus money, 
COVID-19 vaccinations 
and lessons from the 
pandemic.

TCU eyes stimulus 

The stimulus bill 
signed by President 
Joe Biden earlier in 

March includes almost 
$40 billion for higher 
education. 

When asked about the 
new stimulus, Boschini 
answered affirmatively 
that TCU will take their 
share “if we can get it.” 

The chancellor added 
that there are some 
qualifications for this 
round that are different 
from the initial stimulus 
included in last spring’s 
CARES Act.

The university passed 
on their multimillion 
dollar share of that 
stimulus, which would 
have been split between 
students and TCU. 

Boschini said that 
they were “shamed” into 
not taking the money, 
echoing comments he 
made at a virtual town 
hall last summer. 

Then, he said a 
movement to stop “rich 
schools” from taking 
the money drove their 
decision to decline the 
money. 

It is unclear when the 
university will receive the 
new stimulus money if 

they qualify. 

Mandatory vaccines 
aren’t ruled out for 
the fall

COVID-19 vaccina-
tions were a popular 
topic at March 30th’s 
meeting. 

In his opening 
remarks, Boschini asked 
the TCU community to 
fill out the vaccine verifi-
cation form after they 
receive their shots.

This form will allow 
the university to track 
how many people 
are vaccinated more 
accurately. 

Boschini added that 
TCU may be able to 
achieve herd immunity 
among the campus 
community if they 
can get upwards of 70 
percent of members 
vaccinated.  

Later, the chancellor 
was asked if mandatory 
vaccinations for students 
and staff next fall is a 
possibility. 

He didn’t offer a clear 
answer, but said that the 

university is watching 
how other schools, such 
as Rutgers University, 
implement mandatory 
vaccines.

Boschini also took 
the question as another 
opportunity to implore 
students and staff to 
register for the vaccine. 
Gaining herd immunity 
without a mandatory 
vaccination policy, he 
said, would be even 
better. 

Lessons learned from 
the pandemic

A number of questions 
were asked surrounding 
the unprecedented past 
year for TCU, and what 
the future holds. 

Boschini said he was 
most proud that the 
university was able to 
hold classes for the past 
two semesters and be on 
campus in some capacity. 

The pandemic, he 
added, forced TCU to 
look at things with a 
fresh view and led to 
some changes that they 
will keep going forward. 

The “biggest downfall” 
at the university over the 
last year was communi-
cation, Boschini said.

He described an 
environment in which 
decisions were made 
in a vacuum as things 
constantly changed and 
few were around to be 
part of the discussions. 

Last summer, some 
Faculty Senate members 
discussed a vote of no 
confidence on university 
leadership. One of their 
main concerns was a lack 
of transparency from the 
administration. 

The vote was tabled, 
but faculty discontent 
was expressed in an 
open letter published 
by Faculty Senate Chair 
Sean Atkinson. 

Looking ahead

Boschini concluded 
the meeting by talking 
about what’s next at 
TCU. 

This week, the Board 
of Trustees will be 
meeting to approve the 
annual budget and tenure 

for some professors. 
In the fall, the 

university is planning 
to return to a fully 
in-person and on-campus 
experience. 

TCU is currently 
ahead on first-year 
deposit payments 
compared to the previous 
two years, according to 
the chancellor. 

As the university 
inches closer to 
normalcy, Boschini 
said that he is excited 
to begin shaking hands, 
giving hugs and walking 
through campus again. 

By KATHRYN LEWIS
STAFF WRITER, TCU360

TCU plans to expand 
residence halls in order 
to make space for all 
undergraduate students.

Chancellor Victor 
Boschini discussed the 
housing plans at the 
student town hall on 
March 31.

Attendance for the 
in-person ‘town hall’ was 
limited to 25 students 

and had no virtual 
component.

Boschini answered 
student questions for 
about 30 minutes. 
Questions centered 
around financial aid, 
student housing and 
in-person classes next 
fall.

Financial aid

Some students 
wondered what TCU 

is doing to support its 
students during a time 
that poses many financial 
difficulties. Boschini 
assured them that they 
are doing everything 
possible to support 
students, including a 
tuition freeze.

“We reallocated our 
budget to carve out an 
extra $65 million in 
financial aid. A lot of 
students would write 
me [about financial 

hardships],… and we 
were able to help every 
kid we were aware of,” he 
said.

On-campus housing

When asked by a 
student residential 
assistant about plans 
to improve underclass-
man housing availabili-
ty, Boschini stated that 
the university intends on 
building more residence 

halls to improve the 
undergraduate student 
on-campus experience. 

The addition of more 
residence halls could 
also allow TCU to allow 
students to live on 
campus for all four years 
of their undergraduate 
experience.

“The problem is we 
can’t build these new 
dorms fast enough, so for 
now it’s just freshmen 
and sophomores because 

we really only have 
enough room for that. 
Our goal would be to 
build enough housing 
for everyone. It’s just 
financially expensive,” 
said Boschini.

The chancellor also 
cited studies that have 
shown that the more 
residential a campus is, 
the better experience 
all students have when 
talking about housing 
plans.

Students: on-campus housing, financial aid and new residence halls

Faculty: stimulus money, COVID-19 vaccines, pandemic lessons learned
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RRI chair hopes hip hop masterclass can provide perspective
By SKYE MORENO
STAFF WRITER, TCU360

An upcoming campus 
event is looking to use 
hip hop music to educate 
students and show them 
a unique perspective. 

The event, billed as 
a ‘hip hop masterclass’ 
will feature two longtime 
connoisseurs of the 
hip-hop game, Rashad & 
Confidence.

It is sponsored by 
the John V. Roach 
Honors College and put 
together by Dr. Frederick 
Gooding, the chair of the 
Race & Reconciliation 
Initiative (RRI), and 
his undergraduate 
research assistant Steven 
Mendoza. 

Gooding, who is also 
an Associate Professor 
of African American 
studies, said he wants 
the event to expose 
students to the message 

of underground hip-hop.
“The tracks that 

you listen to, they are 
substantive, they’re 
talking about meaningful 
issues, the struggle of 
life. This is what we want 
to capture and educate 
people about,” he said. 
“The real stuff is largely 
underground, you have 
to know where to look 
and listen, and that’s 
what we’re trying to 
expose.”

Beyond this message, 
Dr. Gooding said the 
event will help students 
to “understand how 
hip-hop fosters a true 
understanding of one’s 
humanity, dignity and 
respect.”

Rashad and 
Confidence are going to 
take about their lives and 
how they create music at 
the event. 

Gooding wants the 
event, like his honors 

course on hip hop, to go 
beyond the surface and 
look at what the songs 
are meant to do. 

An RRI connection 

Gooding also sees 
the connection between 
hip hop music and the 
ongoing RRI efforts at 
TCU. 

“In a larger sense, 
they [race and reconcil-
iation] are connected,” 
Gooding said. “The idea 
is that, in order for us 
to reconcile, we have to 
acknowledge that there 
are many members of our 
community with different 
perspectives, and I think 
that the hip-hop perspec-
tives brings to bear a 
critical perspective.”

This perspective, 
he said, should help 
community members 
accept each other for who 
they are. 

“This idea that you 
should accept me the way 
I am and as I come are 
very powerful messages 
in hip-hop that can 
hopefully resonate across 
campus,” he said. 

Gooding emphasized 
that there is more than 

one way to communicate 
a message, and if people 
want to join in and 
understand hip-hop it 
may be one step closer 
to reconciliation, in 
terms of “understand-
ing that there are many 
people who do appreciate 

hip-hop, and that depend 
on hip-hop.” 

The masterclass will 
be held from 5 p.m. to 6 
p.m. on Monday.

PHOTO COURTESY OF TCU MAGAZINE
Dr. Frederick Gooding is leading the Race and Reconciliation Initiative at TCU this year.

ACADEMICS

DEI courses see slow rollout into TCU’s core curriculum
By AMANDA VASQUEZ
STAFF WRITER, TCU360

The rollout of courses 
that meet the DEI 
essential competency 
requirements is moving 
slowly.

Dr. J. Sage Elwell, DEI 
Essential Competency 
Committee Chair, told 
the Faculty Senate 
members Thursday that 
to date one course has 
been approved and two 
others are being revised. 

The registrar’s office 
will make DEI a core 
requirement once enough 
courses are offered for 
students to meet the 
requirement. Elwell 
explained why the core 

designation is still in 
progress.

“We cannot ask our 
students to complete a 
core designation that 
we do not have enough 
courses for them to 
satisfy,” said Elwell. 
“So we need to build up 
a critical mass before 
we can get that on the 
books.”

Elwell said that 
once more classes are 
passed through the 
registrar’s office, the core 
designation will be up 
and running. 

Associate professor of 
economics Dr. Edward 
McNertney is currently 
working on the web 
portal and accepting 

submissions from faculty 
for new courses to be 
approved. 

Faculty Senate chair 
Sean Atkinson reminded 
faculty they should 
think about how they 
can add DEI into their 
curriculum.

Reconciliation Day 

The initial report 
from the TCU Race & 
Reconciliation Initiative 
is expected April 21. The 
committee chair, Dr. 
Frederick Gooding, told 
Faculty Senate members 
that at Reconciliation 
Day he will share the 
results from what the 
committee has learned 

from the initiative.
Gooding was a guest 

speaker at the Faculty 
Senate meeting on April 
1.

In addition, recom-
mendations shared with 
the Board of Trustees will 
be presented, as well as 
a special announcement 
from Chancellor Victor 
Boschini.

RRI committee 
member and English 
professor Dr. Karen 
Steele is in charge of 
sign-ups for physically 
attending the event. 
Gooding encouraged 
faculty and their students 
to attend. 

“We want to come 
together so we can move 

forward together,” said 
Gooding.

As the chair, Gooding 
held numerous webinars, 
had been in contact 
with faculty, visited 
classrooms and had 
many productive and 

positive conversations 
regarding Race and 
Reconciliation.   

PHOTO BY HEESOO YANG
The changes were proposed by the Faculty Senate Academic 
Excellence Committee and DEI Committee in 2019.



6 April 8. 2021 · The Skiff  · tcu360.com 

Carpe Diem by Niklas Eriksson

 ACROSS
 1 Taradiddle
 4 Russian country 

house
 9 Swiss bread
14 Nail
15 Out and ___
16 Out now, in a way
17 “___ Crossroads” 

(Bone Thugs-N- 
Harmony hit that 
got a Grammy)

18 They’re swaddled 
and coddled

20 Regain, as affection
22 Like games 

decided by buzzer 
beaters

23 Contests
25 City stray
29 One of a pair that 

often goes missing
30 Run out of Time?
32 Spot for an icicle
33 Birds with 

S-shaped necks
35 Male actor with the 

most Primetime 
Emmys (7)

36 Org. for drivers
38 & 39 Classic sports 

video game … or a 
hint to four squares 
in this puzzle

41 Something to take 
on a date?

42 Retired pugilist Ali
44 Gave a bit of lip?
46 Folklore fiend
47 14 pounds, in 

England
49 All alternative
52 Stamp collector?
54 Not forget
56 Devout
57 Some measures 

championed by the 
March for Our Lives 
movement

58 Co-founder of the 
women’s rights 
newspaper The 
Revolution

63 Still making 
cartoons?

64 Bad way to run
65 Supercharge
66 Divisions of a krone
67 “___ thank me 

later”
68 Tour of duty
69 Country that uses 

the krone: Abbr.
DOWN

 1 Mufti’s decrees
 2 All-time single-

season hits leader 
in M.L.B. history 
(262)

 3 Seats that sink
 4 Counterpart of 

“Bitte”
 5 Tony Shalhoub’s 

character on “The 
Marvelous Mrs. 
Maisel”

 6 Lower?
 7 Where some car 

logos appear
 8 Lagoon encirclers
 9 Beliebers or 

the Beyhive, for 
instance

10 Some Outback 
entrees

11 Shapiro of “All 
Things Considered”

12 Michelle Obama 
___ Robinson

13 Stack on a rack, 
maybe

19 Part
21 Garden item that 

can be brined, 
informally

24 Annoying 
roommate, maybe

26 Eggs Benedict 
component

27 State
28 Word with paper or 

limit
31 Actress de Armas 

of “Knives Out”

34 Subj. in 
biochemistry

35 Qty.
36 When repeated, 

start of an old 
antacid slogan

37 Very enthusiastic
39 Georgia senator 

Ossoff
40 Violinist Leopold
43 Electric guitar 

pioneer
44 Random criticism
45 Words immediately 

after Casca cries 
“Speak, hands, for 
me!”

47 Any day now
48 Tough pills  

to swallow, at 
times

50 Bread
51 Eve of “The Vagina 

Monologues”
53 Bumper-to-bumper 

activity?
55 Origin of water 

clock technology
58 For instance
59 Space oddity
60 Not worth a ___
61 Nail polish brand 
62 “Sister of God”

Edited by Will Shortz
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Horoscope
The Stars Show the Kind of Day 

You’ll Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 

3-Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
HHHH Part of you wants 
to curl up and retreat into 
dreamland. Take your time 
getting ready to face the day. 
Surprising communication 
lifts you up. You’ll feel like 
yourself in no time at all. 
Tonight: Look for something 
you misplaced. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
HHHHH Join an online 
group that addresses a secret 
passion. Drum up confidence 
to join in the conversation. 
A frustrating moment may 
cause you to vent. Find a 
friend who can calm you 
down. Tonight: Tea party 
with aromatic blends.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
HHHH Starting a side 
business could cross your 

mind. Throw around ideas 
with an experienced friend. 
Offering consulting services 
might be a good place to 
start. Let people know what 
you are good at doing. 
Tonight: Reminisce with an 
old classmate.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
HHH Prepare for a serious 
talk. Confrontation is not 
your cup of tea, so be friendly 
and tactful. Remember to 
cancel magazine subscrip-
tions before your free trial 
ends. Travel plans may fall 
into place. Tonight: Satisfy 
your sweet tooth, but don’t 
overdo it.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
HHH Be discriminating 
when visiting websites or 
reading blogs about financial 
planning. Avoid get-rich-
quick schemes that will cost 
you more than you earn. 
You may be too trusting. 
Misinformation could steer 

you wrong. Tonight: Unwind 
on the sofa.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
HHHH Don’t wait for 
someone to make the first 
move. Take a risk and ask for 
what you need. Those you 
love will jump at the chance 
to help. A romantic interlude 
could take you by surprise. 
Tonight: Heavenly foot 
massage.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
HHHH Turn over a new 
leaf. Send your bad habits 
packing. Avoid fad diets or 
quick weight loss plans. 
Calm down nervous energy 
that makes you fearful. 
Think positive thoughts, and 
actions will follow. Tonight: 
Dance to retro disco music.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
HHH Talking to kids and 
grandkids will bring a smile 
to your face. If there are no 
children around, go to a park 

where you will hear playful 
laughter. Sometimes you find 
joy in the most surprising 
places. Tonight: Shop for 
sales.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21)  HHHH Maintain that 
balance between work and 
family despite continual 
challenges. Enthusiasm for 
being of service may cause 
you to lose track of time. 
Tell people to alert you so 
you can come up for air. 
Tonight: Complete unfinished 
business.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
HHHH Your ability to juggle 
activities will go only so far. 
Be honest about how much 
multitasking you can do. An 
online gathering may get 
your creative juices flowing. 
Explore your writing abilities 
in new mediums. Tonight: 
Reach out to someone you 
love.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
HHHH Be practical, but 
do not deprive yourself. 
Purchase an item that will 
make you happy but will 
not break the bank. Avoid 
overpriced items and obvious 
rip-offs. Search for enticing 
bargains and one-day sales. 
Tonight: Rehearse a speech 
or presentation.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
HHH You will be noticed 
today by people you want 
to impress. Take extra time 
to present the best look 
possible. Show someone 
your appreciation. A gift 
or offer to take them out is 
always welcome. Tonight: 
Improve your fitness routine.

Dustin by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker
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Second class of TCU and UNTHSC students get tuition funded
By AMANDA VASQUEZ
STAFF WRITER, TCU360

An anonymous couple 
has given a $250,000 
lifeline to the second 
class of students at the 
TCU and UNTHSC 
School of Medicine. 

Each student will 
receive $60,000 to cover 
their second year tuition.

“As somebody who has 
lacked financial means, 
money is a huge source 
of stress,” said Ilana 
Zago, first-year medical 
student. “It’s just a huge 
sigh of relief to know 
that this is a substantial 
amount of money that’s 
going to help me.”

The class of 60 
students first learned 
of the gift earlier this 
month on a Zoom call 
with medical school dean 
Stuart Flynn. 

On average, medical 
students graduate with 
over $250,000 in debt, 

which can limit the 
practice they choose to 
pursue in their residency. 
Chris Gilbody, director 
of financial education 
and scholarship at TCU 
and UNTHSC School of 
Medicine, said the gift 
will lift a substantial 
financial burden from 
these students. 

“It will basically wipe 
out a quarter of their 
debt,” said Gilbody. “So, 
it has, you know a pretty 
significant impact on 
their full-time here and 
the amount of debt they’ll 
borrow.”  

Chancellor Victor 
Boschini believes that 
this donation will 
further encourage these 
students to focus on 
what is truly important: 
compassionate care.

“This gift will 
alleviate some of the 
burden of debt as our 
students focus on 
learning and leading in 

providing capable and 
compassionate patient 
care,” said Boschini. “I 
am so grateful for this 
extraordinary gift to 
these future physicians.”

Sam Sayed, first-year 
medical student, feels 
that this donation will 
help him and his peers to 
further promote the TCU 
and UNTHSC mission. 

“We all have our own 
stories and our own 
reasons why to pursue 
medicine, but one thing 
that is the same for all of 
us is that we want to help 
people,” said Sayed. “You 
have to have that burning 
desire to give back, even 
before someone gives 
a donation. But what it 
does do is just reinforces 
it, and it just makes you 
want to be that much 
better at it.”

The COVID-19 
pandemic has made 
navigating medical 
school difficult for 

many students, but 
Zago explained that 
she and her peers have 
persevered even with 
the limitations of online 
classes. This gift, Zago 
believes, has helped 
further inspire optimism 
and courage.

“To know that there 
are anonymous donors 
out there who are seeing 
that and care about us 

and want us to succeed 
and want us to excel 
even in these extremely 
challenging times is so 
inspiring,” said Zago. 
“I’ve just never felt so 
supported.”

This financial help 
will further encourage 
these medical students 
to pursue their long-term 
goals. Born and raised 
in the DFW area, Sayed 

said that he wants to give 
back to his community.

“I pursued medicine 
because I’ve seen how 
it’s done wonders for 
one community and has 
failed the next,” said 
Sayed. “It’s that next 
community that I want 
to target and bridge that 
disparity between quality 
healthcare and those that 
lack it.”

TCU student helps open a new cofee shop in Fort Worth 
By LINDSEY BAKONYI
STAFF WRITER, TCU360

A bike ride with 
a friend has led a 
TCU student on an 
entrepreneurial journey. 

Hayes MacGregor, a 
junior political science 
major, is among a group 
of investors who bought 
out the Craftwork Coffee 
shop at 4731 Camp Bowie 
Blvd. and are planning to 
reopen it under the Fort 
Worth Coffee Co. brand. 

The idea to open up 
this shop began when 
MacGregor was on a 
bike ride with long-time 
friend Collin Sansom, 

who is a co-founder of 
Craftwork Coffee Co. 
Sansom introduced 
MacGregor to Josh and 
Mary Hanna Tyer, who 
had already started 
working on the idea of 
opening up Fort Worth 
Coffee Co.

Fort Worth Coffee 
Co. is taking over the 
Craftwork Coffee location 
on Camp Bowie. While 
they are completely 
separate businesses, the 
owners hope to maintain 
the same down-to-earth 
community that always 
existed.

Tyer asked MacGregor 
if he would be interested 

in helping out with 
starting up the shop 
and MacGregor felt 
like it would be a great 
opportunity “to foster the 

community and act as 
intentional stewards.”

MacGregor explained 
that this journey came 
along very quickly. 

“We began meeting 
at the end of February 
and have been getting 
ready very quickly,” 
MacGregor said. “It has 
been incredible to be able 
to share just a part of this 
journey with them.”

MacGregor’s main 
focus was on branding 
and the media required 
to start up the shop. 
He explained it wasn’t 
necessarily the easiest 
journey and many 
obstacles popped up. 

“The biggest 
challenge is growing 
the community and 
the culture in an 
already existing space,” 

MacGregor said. “With 
any business, there are 
also many little barriers; 
from sign design, to city 
permits, to budget, it is a 
constant learning process 
that is made easier with 
such amazing friends.”

MacGregor and his 
business partners hope 
the coffee shop creates 
community collaboration 
within its co-working 
space. 

“The coffee culture 
here in Fort Worth may 
be small, but it sure is 
growing,” MacGregor 
said. 

The shop is set to open 
on April 12, 2021.

PHOTO COURTESY OF HAYES MACGREGOR
Collin Sansom holding a cup of coffee at Fort Worth Coffee Co.

PHOTO COURTESY OF TCU & UNTHSC MEDICAL SCHOOL MEDIA
School of Medicine's Class of 2024 participate in a Clinical Skils learning session about vital signs.
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